Name of Smaller authority: Nempnett Thrubwell Parish Council

NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION
OF ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTARILITY

RETURN (EXEMPT AUTHORITY)

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2024

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 25, 26 and 27

The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (51 201
NOTICE

1, Date of announcement 7 June 2024 (3}

2. Each year the smaller authority prepares an Annual Governance and
Accountability Retum (AGAR) The AGAR has been publizhed with this notice.
It will o be reviewed by the appointed auditor, since the smallar authority has
cartified itself as exempt from the appointed auditors review.

Any person interostod has the dght to inspect and make copies of the AGAR,
the aceounting records for the financial year to which it relates and all books,
deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other dotuments relating to
thoge records must be made available for inspection by any person interested.
For the year ended 31 March 2024, these documents will be available on
reasonable notice by application fo:

(b} Liz Homse, Paiish Cledk
ntparishclalrkd@icloud.com

GEMTIMMEIENG (0 (5] 10" June 2024

andt ending an (d) e Juty 2024

1. Local government clectors and their represantatives also hawve:

«  The opgorunity 1o question the appointed audiloe aboul the 3coountng
records; and

«  The righi 1o make an obection which concerms o matler in resgsct of which

the courd, for a declaration that &n item of account is unladul. Wintten nobce
of an objection must first be given 1o the auditer and a copy send o he
zrnaller authority.

The appointed auditar can be conlacled 31 the address n paragraph 4 below lor
this purpase: boebwesn the abows dates only.

4. The smaller authority's AGAR is only subject to review by the appointoed
auditor if guestions or ohjections miscd wnder the Local Awdit and
Aceountability Act 2014 lead to the invobrement of the auditor. The appointed
auditer is:

BDO LLP

Arcadis Holuse

Maritime Walk

Ciean Willage
Southampion

5014 3Tl

3 poumclzocdib s, oo uk

| 5. This announcemant is made by Liz Horme, Responsible Financial Officor.

51234
NOTES

the appointad auditor could gither make 3 public interest report or apply 1o |

1 1
| @A) Irsent dote of placng of the nobice: |

which mmusi be nal le22 than 1 day behons

the: date in (o] below [

(b} Insed name,  posiion ard
addrazafalephone MM i
aodress, am appnapeiale, ol e Char or
olfwar parsen 1 which amy person mery
auply e rrsped e accounts

1) Irsen dabe which mus) e 3l east |
day after the dater of armouncesienl in (e
ghowe and at kst S0 oweonking days
etfore Ther dale appoimicd in ) bekow

[} The inspechan ponod besesen (G
and  (d) must be 30 wokivg des
mclsive andd must inchode (e Tiret 10
‘ waprking danes of Juby. |
|
[

i) Inser moame and posilion oF person
plncirg The nodco: - TG person mist me
{h e af Bz parish nesling



LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS

Please note that this summary applies to all relevant smaller authorities, including parish
meetings where there is no parish council.

The basic position

The Lacal Audit and Accountability Act 2074 (the Act) governs the work of auditors appeinted to smallar
authorties, This summary explains the provisions containead in Seclions 25 and 27 of the Act. The Act
and the Accounts and Audd Reguiations 2015 also cover the duties, responsibilities and nights of smaller
authorities, athar organisastions and the public conceming the accounts heing audited.

£z 3 local eleclor, or an interested person, you have certain legal rights in raspect of e accounting
records of smalar authorities. As an interested persen you can inspect accounting records and related
documents. If vou are a kacal govemment elector for the area fo which the accounls relate you can alzo
ask questions about the accounts @nd object to them. You do nat have 1o pay directly for exercising
your rights. Howewver, any resulting costs incurrad by the smallker authority form part of its running costs.
Therefore, indirectly. local residents pay for the cost of you exercising your righis through ther council
L.

The right to inspect the accounting records

Any interested person can inspect the accounbing records, which includes but is not limited 1o local
eleciors. You can inspect the accounting records for tha financial yaar to which e audil relales and all
boaks, deeds, confracts, bills, vouchars, receipts and other documents relating to those records. You
can copy all, or part, of these records or docurmants. Your inspecton must be about the accounts, or
rekate to an item in the accounts, You cannct, for example, inspact ar copy documents unrelated to the
accounts, or that include personal information (Section 26 (5] — (10} of the: Act cxplaing whal s meant
by personal formabion). You canngl ingpest  information which iz protected by commercial
confidentiality. This is information which would prejudice commearcial confidentzily i f was releasod o

the public and thare 15 not, set agamst this, a very strong reason in the public intarest why it should
nevartheless be disclosed

Whien smaller authorities have finishied prepanng accounts for the financial year and approved them,
they must publish them (including on 3 website). There must be a 30 working day pened, called the
‘pericd for the exercise of public fghls', during which you can exercise your statutory right to inspact
the accounting records. Smaller authorbses muosl el the public, including advertising this on their
wabsite, that the accounting records and related documents are available to inspect. By arrangement
vau will then hawve 30 working days to inspect and make copics of the acsounting records. You may
hizee 10 paay @ cxpryingg chargs, The 30 working day periad must include 3 common penod of inspection
dunirgy whesh all smaller suthonbies' sccounbing reconds are available 1o inspect This will be 1-12 July
2024 for 2023-24 sccounis. The advertisement must set out the dates of the perod for the cxeroise of
public rights, how you can communicate to the smaller authority that you wish to inspect the accounting

records and relaled documents, the name and address of the auditor, and the relevant legislation that
guwerns the inspoection of accounts and objections

The right 1o ask the auditor questions about the accounting records

You should first ask your smaller authority aboul the accounting reconds, since they hald all the
cetails, If you are 3 local elector, yvour right to ask questions of the external auditor is enshrired n kw.
However, while the auditor will answer your questions where pogsgible, they are not always abliged to
do so. For example, the guestion might be belter answered by amolher srgamsalion, reguine
investigation heyond the auditor's remit, of involve disproporionate cost (which is borne by the local
taxpayer]. Giva vour smaller authorily the opporunity first to explain anything in the accounting records
that you are unsure shout, If you are nat satisfied with thelr explanation, you can question the extemal
audifor aboul the accounting recands,

The lzw limits the time available for vou formally o ask gquestions. This musl be done in e pericd for
the exercise of public rights, so ket the exlernal audilor know your concern a5 s0on 35 possible. The
advertisement or natice that tells you the accounting records are available 1o inspect will also give the
persad for the exercise of publbc nights during which you may ask the suditor gquestions, which here



means formally asking guestions under the AcL You can ask someona b represent you when asking
the external auditor questions.

Before you ask the external auditor any questions, inspect the accounting records fully, 5o you know
whal they contain. Please remember that you cannot formally ask guestions, under Lhe Act, after the
end aof the penocd for the exercise of public rights. You may a8k your smaller aulharity other questions
about their accounis for any year, at any time. But these are nol guestions under the ACL

You can ask the external auditor questions about an item in the accounting records for the financal
yaar being auditad. However, your right to ask the external auddor questions s limited. The external
auditor can only answer ‘'what' quesbons, not ‘why' guesbons. The external auditor cannot answer
guestions about policies, finances, procedures or anylhing else unless it is directly relevant to an by
in the accounting records. Remember that your questions musl abways be about facts. nod opinicns. Ta
aveid misunderstanding, we recommend that you always put your queshicns in writing.

The right to make objections at audit

You have inspected the accounting records and asked your questions of e smaller authority. Mow you
may wish 1o object to the accounts on Lhe basis that an ibem n them is in your view unlawful or there
are matters of wider concarn arising from the smaller authority's finances. A local governmeant eleclor
can ask the external auditor 1o apply to the High Gourt for a declaration that an item of ascount is
unlawful, of to issue @ report on mallers which are in the public interest. You must Lell the external
auditor which specific item in the accounts you chjedt to and why you think the item is unlawful. or why
yaou think that & public interest report should be made about it. You must provide the exlomal audiar
with the evidence you have to suppart vour objeclion. Disagreeing with mcoms or spending doas not
make it unlawful. To object 1o the accounts you must write to the examal auditor stating you want (o
make an objection, including the information and evidence below and you must send & copy 1o the
smialler authority. The notice must include:

»  confirmabon that you are an elector in the smaller authority’s anea;
= why you are abjecting to the accounts and the facts on which you redy’
a details of any dem in the accounts that you Lhink is unlawhul; and

»  details of any matter about which you think the external auditor shoukd make & public interest
reparn

Other than it must be in writing, Where is no set format for obyjecting. You can only ask the exlemal auditor
to act within the powers available under the Local Audit and Accountabilily Act 2074,

& final word

You may not use this right to sbject’ to make a parsonal complaint or claim againsl your smaller
autharity. You should take such comglainis to your local Citizens” Advice Burcau, local Law Cantre of
1o your solicitor. Smaller authonbies, and 2o local taxpayers, meet the costs of dealing with questions
and objections. In deciding whether to lake your objection forward, one of a series of factors Lhe augiar
must teke into account is Lthe cost that will be involved, they will anly continue with the objection if i s
in the public interest to do so. They may also decide not to consider an objection f they think that it i
hivolous or vexatious, or if it repeats an objection already considered. If you appeal to the courts against
an audior's decigion not 1o apply to the courls for a declaration that an item of account is unlzwtul, you
will have to pay for the action yourself,

Iif you wish to contact your authority's appoinicd
external audilor please write to the address in
paragraph 4 of the Nofice of Pubiic (ights and
Publicafion of Unavdited Annual Governance &
Accounlabiify Hetum.

For more detailed guidancs on public rghls and
the special powers of auditors, copes of the
publication Local authonly accounts: A quids to
your rights are available from the MAC weabsile

L




